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Thread ® : Muslim scholars who say earth is spherical
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Omar Anchassi said in his article that Al-Juhiz believed in spherical earth
Also Lalsl uses the term “ = U 38" which means the sphere of the earth

Source : (Omar Anchassi, "Against Ptolemy? Cosmography in Early Kalam", 2022). Pp 863
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ANCHASSL: Against Ptolemy? Cosmography in Early Kalim 863

awareness of Aristotle, whose books he is improbably claimed to have memorized. * His stu-
dent al-Jihiz (d. 255/868), who preserves most of the relevant material in Kitah al-Hayawdan,
advocates the earth's roundness in his al-Tarbi® wa-l-tadwir] but reports nothing from his
master on the issue.” According to some later sources, a zeam explained the earth’s
immobility (sukiin) as a function of the absence of a place for it to move in.* It is not until
the decades after his death that more systematic discussions of cosmography emerge.

Collectively, the theological triumvirs Hishim, Abii al-Hudhayl, and al-Nazzim broached
some of the major cosmographical issues that would preoccupy subsequent generations of
mutakallimiin. Most prominently, they entertained opinions on the cause of the carth's immo-
bility and on the finitude of the cosmos, usually in opposition to various non-Muslim groups.
None is known to have addressed the earth’s shape, or to have explicitly engaged with the
traditionalist cosmography, however. In the case of al-Nazzim, this may be a result of his
extreme scepticism toward hadith and other transmitted material, which he may have felt
were beneath his attention.® With respect to Abui al-Hudhay! and Hisham, the possible rea-
sons for this apparent lack of engagement with traditionalism are less straightforward. The
absence may be simply a function of the paucity of source material. ™ Nevertheless, with
these foundations, the basis for more systematic exploration of cosmography in kaldm was
laid.

opinion on the shape of the earth.® Like his contemporarics, al-Nazzim’s upiniuﬁcﬂccl

23 ) 1044 55 o el iyl
=ial cuyal refutes Sbad e s for believing in earth being flat
Also he advocated for earth being spherical
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